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St Mary’s Church
Laverstoke and Overton

Striving for more of God in more of our lives

Sunday 11th  January 2026
Epiphany 1

Verse of the Week
"..the people living in darkness have seen a great light; 
on those living in the land of the shadow of death a 
light has dawned. From that �me on Jesus began to 
preach. 'Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come 
near.'    Ma�hew 3:16,17

St Mary the Virgin, Laverstoke
9:00 am Holy Communion BCP

St Mary's Overton

10:30 am  Holy Communion
Reading  Acts 10:34-43 (Janine Smith)
  Mathew 3:13-17 (Mo Hilton
Intercessions Ann Barker

Rector
Rev’d James Russell      01256 589614
revjames.overton@gmail.com 

Administrator 

Ruth Williams       07783 632859 

admin@stmarysoverton.org.uk

Website:   www.overtonbenefice.org.uk

Please Pray For … The Next Week at St Mary’s

Brenda Quicke, Richard Mumford, 
Chris Brown, Maureen Haynes, Alison Hudson
Sandi Rice-Berry and Darren Thompson.

• Our churches, in par�cular for our 
outreach - Coffee & Chat & Art Together 
and for Overton PCC

• Churches Together - for Methodists in the 
village.

• A Rocha
• The residents of Edneys Walk and Mill 

Mead.
• Please con�nue to pray for the people in 

areas of conflict, including Lebanon, 
Burkina Faso, Myanmar, Hai�, Mali, 
Somalia, South Sudan, Gaza and Israel, 
Ethiopia and other troubled areas.

• The con�nuing devasta�ng conflict in 
Sudan, the ensuing famine and disease, 
and the millions displaced.

• That the ceasefire in Gaza becomes total 
and las�ng.

• The aid agencies taking medicines and 
food to the sick and starving in Gaza and 
for their safety.

• All those affected by the typhoon in the 
Philippines, Thailand and Vietnam.

• Peace in Europe, par�cularly in Ukraine
and Russia, for nego�a�ons that bring a 
genuine, stable and las�ng peace.

• Those affected by Venezuela's deepening 
humanitarian crisis.

Lord, give us your heart for your world

Andover Foodbank

Chris�ngle Collec�ons

Tuesday 13th
9:00 am Prayer mee�ng - in the Upper Church 
Room - all welcome.

Thursday 15th
10:30am - 12:00 pm Coffee and Chat
- in the White Hart
11:00 am - 1:00 pm Art Together
- in the Lower Church Rooms

Friday 16th
2:30 - 3:45 pm Pla�num Players
- in the Lower Church Rooms

Saturday 17th
8:20 - 9:00 am Breathing Space
- the mee�ng room, Overton Surgery

Updated weekly 
Urgently needed: 

Tinned Sweetcorn. Tinned Meat. Long Life 
Milk. Tinned Fruit. Cleaning Spray. Laundry 
Pods.
They have plenty of Pot Noodles.

The collec�ons at the Chris�ngles raised 
the sum of £633.03 which was donated to 
Tearfund's Gaza and Middle East Appeal. 
In thanking us they said, "Your support is 
helping us to save lives. Your gi� today 
means our partners can deliver life-saving 
aid to people in desperate need".

A very big thank you to everyone.
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The Bells of St Mary’s ……

Benefice Weekend Away

Around the Benefice

The bells here in St Mary’s are now out for repair and 
refurbishment. Can you be part of this once in a life�me 
event? If you would like to donate to this 
project, please use this Parish Giving Link
or the QR code. 
We are also replacing the wooden louvres 
in the tower. Can you ‘sponsor a louvre’ for £200? You 
will then be able to leave your own mark/message on 
your very own personal louvre! Interested?
More on the church website.

A date for your diaries, Lee Abbey Weekend 
Away Friday 29th - Sunday 31st May 2026 at 
Lynton, North Devon. Everyone is welcome. 
Prices are approximately £190 per person with 
discounts for children. 
It's at the end of half term so it would be lovely if 
families were able to come. It's in a beau�ful 
place and was enriching last �me. 
See leeabbeydevon.org.
Please let Annabel know if you are interested.
annabelrussell99@gmail.com

Missed a service or listen again?

If you missed a service but would s�ll like to listen to the 
sermon, recent sermons are available on the church 
website. This includes a complete audio recording of the 
recent Carols by Candlelight service.

Test Valley Men

   Sunday 11th January - Epiphany 1
Holy Trinity & St Andrew’s, Ashe
11:00 am Holy Communion
All Saints’, Deane
No service
St Mary the Virgin, Laverstoke
9:00 am Holy Communion BCP
St Michael’s, North Waltham

   9:30 am Holy Communion
St Mary’s, Overton
10:30 am Holy Communion
St Nicholas’, Steventon
11:15 am Holy Communion

Sunday 18th January - Epiphany 2
Holy Trinity & St Andrew’s, Ashe
No service
All Saints’, Deane
9:15 am Holy Communion
St Mary the Virgin, Laverstoke
No service
St Michael’s, North Waltham

   9:30 am Morning Worship
St Mary’s, Overton
10:30 am Breakfast Church
St Nicholas’, Steventon
No service

Threads through the Bible

We won't be mee�ng in January and the next 
mee�ng will be on Thursday 5th February at 
7:30 pm in the Red Lion. Do let us know if you 
have any ideas for discussion. James and Mike

“Threads through the Bible” comes to Bath. A 
huge free tex�le display of 44 beau�ful panels 
depic�ng Crea�on, the Cross and Revela�on. 
Twenty five million s�tches and ten years in the 
making. 
The panels are on display at Bath Abbey and two 
neighbouring churches from 28th January to 1st 
March. See www.jacqui-tex�le.com or speak 

with Ginnie for more informa�on.

A Happy New Year

Happy New Year to you all! I trust we will all 
know more of God's blessing and goodness as 
we journey through 2026.
I've always found these verses so encouraging  
and so I commend them to you.
  'Trust in the Lord with all your heart and   
 lean not on your own understanding;
  in all your ways acknowledge him, and   
  he will make your paths straight.'
  Proverbs 3:5&6
Encouraging verses to take with us into this new 
season.  James
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